Modern Foreign Languages Whole School Overview
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	National Curriculum

(Subject leader use only)
	There is no national curriculum for EYFS or KS1 in Modern Foreign Languages, however, there are many skills that the teachers begin to instil in these early years. These are noted below. 
	· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 
· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 
· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases
· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences
· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language
· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 
· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 
· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing
· understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.

	Listening 
	?? World around them – understand that not all countries speak the same language and recognise when someone is speaking a different language
	Understand a few familiar spoken words
e.g.
Greetings
Numbers 1-5
Colours (green, blue, purple, orange)
Words in a song/rhyme
	Recognise and understand a few familiar spoken words
e.g.
Greetings
Numbers 1-10
Further colours
Basic teachers' instructions
Sections of a simple song


	Recognise and understand a few familiar spoken words
e.g.
Greetings
Numbers 1-10
Further colours
Basic teachers' instructions
A simple song (e.g. Frère Jaques)

	Understand a range of familiar spoken phrases e.g.
Basic phrases concerning myself, my family and school
Respond to a clear model of language (greetings, classroom instructions) 
	Understand a range of familiar spoken phrases e.g.
Basic phrases concerning myself, my family and school
Respond to a clear model of language (greetings, classroom instructions)

For Year 4, understand and respond to the above.
	Understand and respond to a range of familiar spoken phrases e.g.
Basic phrases concerning myself, my family, school, opinions of food
Respond to a clear model of language


	Understand the main points from a spoken passage made up of familiar language
e.g. 
Short conversations on opinions, simple directions to a place in a town.
	Understand the main points and some detail from a spoken passage made up of familiar language
e.g. 
Sentences describing what people are wearing, a conversation trying to buy travel tickets


	Speaking 
	?? Be able to repeat a few words or phrases spoken by the teacher, possibly in form of a song or rhyme
	Copy a few familiar spoken words
e.g.
Greetings
Numbers 1-5
Colours (green, blue, purple, orange)
Words in a song/rhyme

Start to imitate correct pronunciation
	Say and/or repeat a few familiar spoken words
e.g.
Greetings
Numbers 1-10
Further colours
Sections of a simple song

Imitate correct pronunciation with some success


	Say and/or repeat a few familiar spoken words
e.g.
Greetings
Numbers 1-10
Further colours
Sections of a simple song

Imitate correct pronunciation with further success

	Answer simple questions and give basic information e.g.
Family
Pets
Appearance

Know how to pronounce all single letter sounds

Show awareness of sound patterns

Be clearly understood
	Answer simple questions and give basic information e.g.
Family
Pets
Appearance

Know how to pronounce all single letter sounds

Show awareness of sound patterns

Be clearly understood

For Year 4, be able to ask questions as well as answer them, and take part in simple conversations using modelled phrases. 
	Ask and answer questions and give basic information
e.g. 
Family
Hobbies
Simple directions
Opinions on food

Talk about personal interests, likes and dislikes

Take part in a simple conversation using modelled phrases

Know how to pronounce all single letter sounds and some letter strings

Be clearly understood

	Ask and answer questions varying vocabulary
e.g.
A conversation about school
A conversation about your holiday

Talk about personal interests and be able to express an opinion

Take part in a conversation, selecting appropriate phrases

Know how to pronounce a range of letter strings

Use increasingly accurate pronunciation

	Begin to initiate and then hold a simple conversation, expressing their opinion confidently
e.g.
Weekend activities
Sports
Different clothing types

Be able to choose appropriate vocabulary and phrases in a conversation

Have an awareness of accents and how this changes the letter sound

Pronunciation of known words and phrases is largely accurate, and pupils can use knowledge of sounds to take an educated guess at unknown vocabulary. 



	Reading 
	x
	x
	x
	Recognises and reads out a few familiar phrases
e.g. on labels around the classroom
	Understands some familiar written phrases
e.g. 
Basic character descriptions
The date
	Understands some familiar written phrases
e.g. 
Basic character descriptions
The date

For Year 4, as above, with increasing detail
	Understands some familiar written phrases with increasing detail
e.g. 
Basic character descriptions
The date
French cities
Basic directions

	Understand the main points from a short written text
e.g.
A postcard
An email from a penpal about their school

Match sound to print by reading aloud familiar phrases

Begin to use a bilingual dictionary to look up unfamiliar words
	Understand the main points and some detail from a short written text
e.g. 
An email booking a holiday
A timetable showing daily routines

Begin to read independently 

Use a bilingual dictionary to look up unfamiliar words

	Writing 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	Write or copy simple sentences correctly
e.g.
Personal information
Family
Pets
Classroom objects

Select appropriate words to complete short phrases or sentences

Begin to spell some commonly used words correctly e.g. je, j’ai
	Write or copy simple sentences correctly
e.g.
Personal information
Family
Pets
Classroom objects

Select appropriate words to complete short phrases or sentences

Begin to spell some commonly used words correctly e.g. je, j’ai


For Year 4, write 2 or more sentences with support.
	Write two or more short sentences with support
e.g. 
Hobbies
Basic directions
Opinions on food

Spell some commonly used words correctly



	Write short sentences with vocabulary already learnt
e.g.
Subjects at school
Opinions
Holidays and activities

Spell commonly used words correctly

Spell words that are readily understandable
	Write a short text on a familiar topic, adapting language already learnt
e.g. 
Weekend activities
Daily routine
Opinions of sports

Spell commonly used words correctly

Spell words that are readily understandable and phonetically plausible 

	Grammar 
	x
	x
	x
	x
	Have an awareness of masculine and feminine nouns including adjectival agreements

Have an awareness of word order, including the place of the adjective in the sentence

Be able to identify the definite article (le, la, les) 

Be able to give names in third person (elle s’appelle)

Begin to classify words into different types

Use singular and plural forms of nouns
	Have an awareness of masculine and feminine nouns including adjectival agreements

Have an awareness of word order, including the place of the adjective in the sentence

Be able to identify the definite article (le, la, les) 

Be able to give names in third person (elle s’appelle)

Begin to classify words into different types

Use singular and plural forms of nouns



Year 4, replace ‘have an awareness’ with ‘begin to use’ 
	Begin to conjugate some high frequency irregular verbs (avoir and être in first and third person)

Begin to use masculine and feminine nouns including adjectival agreements

Use simple adverbs of time (time phrases including o’clock) 

Understand and give imperative instructions

Recognise different word classes e.g. nouns, verbs, adjectives.

Use the negative form of the verb

	Be able to use first and third person verbs (especially with avoir and être) 

Understand and use agreements of adjectives (singular) 

Understand and use the definite and indefinite article 

Be able to use à + definite article. 

Recognise and use plural forms of the verb

Understand and use further examples of the negative 

Be able to use prepositions with places

Begin to use je vais + infinitive to talk about future plans


	Be able to conjugate several high frequency verbs and develop an awareness of verb patterns

Use conjunctions et and mais to extend sentence length 

Use adverbs and time expressions

Be able to use further prepositions 

Be able to discuss future plans using correct verb conjugations

Apply correct verb endings to write accurately



	Intercultural Understanding
	?? Understand there are many different countries in the world and be able to name some similarities and differences between them
	Understand that some people speak a different language to my own 
	Understand that some people speak a different language to my own

Understand that there are people and places in the world that are different to where I live

	Understand that some people speak a different language to my own

Understand and respect that there are people and places in the world that are different to where I live

Talk about celebrations in other cultures
	Understand and respect that there are people and places in the world that are different to where I live

Talk about celebrations in other cultures and know about aspects of life in other countries that are different to my own

Identify some key facts about another country e.g. capital city, currency

	Understand and respect that there are people and places in the world that are different to where I live

Talk about celebrations in other cultures and know about aspects of life in other countries that are different to my own

Identify some key facts about another country e.g. capital city, currency


For year 4, also name bordering countries and identify similarities and differences between my culture and cultures that are different to my own
	Be able to identify similarities and differences between my culture and that of another country

Talk about celebrations in other cultures and know about aspects of life in other countries that are different to my own

Identify some key facts about another country e.g. capital city, currency, bordering countries



	Respect and understand cultural diversity

Understand how symbols, objects and pictures can represent a country

Talk about, discuss and present information about a particular country’s culture
	Talk about, discuss and present information about a particular country’s culture

Begin to understand more complex issues which affect the world today e.g. poverty, famine and war

	Vocabulary
	One or two words or sounds from a French song e.g. Frère Jacques, Bonjour
	Bonjour, Au revoir, un, deux, trois, quatre, cinq, vert, bleu, violet, orange, one or two phrases to a simple French song e.g. Frère Jacques
	As previous, plus six, sept, huit, neuf, dix, blanc, noir, marron, jaune, rouge, rose, levez-vous, asseyez-vous
	As previous, plus the words to a simple french song such as Frère Jacques or Tête, Epaules, Genoux, Pieds
	For key vocabulary used in each Rigolo unit, see Scheme of work mapping grid 1

To include:

· Saying hello, your name and age
· Classroom objects, colours
· Describing body, eyes and hair,
· Days of the week
· Animals, pets, preferences
· Identify members of the family; the alphabet
· Ask for snacks; give opinions about food; months of the year
	For key vocabulary used in each Rigolo unit, see Scheme of work mapping grid 1

To include:

· Saying hello, your name and age
· Classroom objects, colours
· Describing body, eyes and hair,
· Days of the week
· Animals, pets, preferences
· Identify members of the family; the alphabet
· Ask for snacks; give opinions about food; months of the year
	For key vocabulary used in each Rigolo unit, see Scheme of work mapping grid 1

To include:

· Revising ways to describe people; nationalities.
· Telling the time
· festivals and dates; understanding commands
· Weather, French cities/towns, directions, preference.
· Shopping for food; asking how much something costs
· Talking about the languages we speak
	For key vocabulary used in each Rigolo unit, see Scheme of work mapping grid 2

To include:

· Greetings and personal information;
· school subjects; likes/ dislikes
· timings of school day; telling the time
· asking politely for food items; describing how to make a sandwich
· places in town; asking directions
· saying where you are going on holiday; expressing opinions
· rooms in the house
	For key vocabulary used in each Rigolo unit, see Scheme of work mapping grid 2

To include:

· Name and describe rooms in the house
· Activities that people do in the house
· Regular activities
· Using the negative form of a verb
· Give opinions about clothes
· Numbers 60-80
· Talk about daily routine
· Talk about forms of transport
· Planning a trip
· Talk about which sports you prefer

	How has the French curriculum taken into account the needs of our children?
	The Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) curriculum at St George’s has been designed in consultation and discussion with the Governing Body, Lancashire Consultants from the Professional Development Service, teaching staff and pupils through a pupil voice. The curriculum was designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum in a way that inspires and motivates the pupils at St George’s. We aim for children to be determined and confident in all that they do. Our aim at St George’s is to inspire a curiosity and fascination about the world in which we live and its people, through high quality teaching which will equip our children with knowledge, understanding and skills that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.  In MFL, our children are entitled to a curriculum which enables them to develop an awareness of other cultures and in doing so, achieves respect, tolerance and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country; embedding fundamental British and Christian Values. All children are play an active part in MFL lessons. Children with SEN are exposed to the language, and are encourage to practice words and phrases appropriate to their understanding. We believe that learning about the culture of a different country is an important step to becoming active citizen.

We follow the National Curriculum objectives for MFL for Key Stage 2, with French being the chosen language for all year groups. Although there is no National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 or EYFS, there are many life-long language learning skills that teachers are able to instil in these early years. We also ensure that the curriculum for EYFS covers the Early Learning Goals set out in the EYFS Framework: Understanding the World. Much of our French learning is taken from the Rigolo Scheme units of work, where learning is progressive, building on prior knowledge. It combines the key MFL skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing and ensures that children have good intercultural understanding, drawing on a range of French speaking countries. Children have the opportunity to practice their French in a range of ways each lesson and a native French speaker models all vocabulary on screen to ensure correct and consistent pronunciation. However, teachers are becoming increasingly confident to supplement the Rigolo units with additional learning and experiences, as seen below. 

When the curriculum was designed, St George’s had 296 pupils on roll with 281 pupils of White-British ethnicity. The MFL curriculum is designed to expose children to the wealth of cultures around the world and the opportunities that speaking a different language can afford them. There is much opportunity within the curriculum for the children across school to experience traditions, songs and stories from the French culture in France. We have also ensured that children are aware of other Francophone countries around the world and are given opportunity to explore their traditions within the lessons too. 
· Class 6: Learn all the places where French is spoken in the world
· Class 7: Learn how to say Francophone countries and where they are
· Class 7: Learn about different festivals celebrated in Francophone countries
· Class 8: Learn about French cities
· Class 8: Learn about French customs at school
· Class 9: Learn about French food items and are able to taste these
· Class 9/10: Spanish Club to learn about different Spanish customs and taste Spanish food.
· Class 11/12: Learn about different sports in Francophone countries
· Whole school: Bastille Day – 14th July. Children celebrate their French learning from the year by putting on a display of their learning and share together in French food, songs, conversations.

Our Health Deprivation and Disability Index is C. As a result of this we ensure that our MFL units provide opportunity for children at St George’s to learn about healthy food choices in French and that children are able to discuss the sport activities they enjoy in French. Further to this, children build on French learning in their PE lessons, where directional language and instructions are often used in warm up games. 
· Class 7: Learn how to say different healthy food in French
· Class 9: Learn how to distinguish between healthy and unhealthy food in French
· Class 11/12: Learn how to say a range of sports in French and the different sports in Francophone countries
· Whole school: PE lessons, using known French as a warm up game

We aim to give all children skills and knowledge through meaningful real life experiences including trips and visits from people who have jobs using a different language. This gives our MFL teaching purpose and inspires children to be determined and confident to seek out their own experiences. 
· Class 6/7: Students learning GCSE French at Albany High School come in to deliver lessons
· Class 8: Papa Luigi’s Italian Restaurant talk about use of MFL (to be confirmed) or links with parents who use MFL in jobs (to be confirmed)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Class 11/12: Taught all French lessons by MFL specialist who lived in France for extended period
· Possibility of Year 6 PGL trip to France to be explored


Pupil Voice
We regularly conduct Pupil Voices in all subjects and these inspire the way our curriculum is designed. When asked about their favourite parts of the French lessons, many KS2 pupils liked the characters used in the Rigolo videos and games. We feel that enjoyment of language learning is paramount to engagement in MFL and we therefore will continue to use the Rigolo hardware as a basis for language learning in all KS2 classes. 

Children also expressed that their favourite part of French lessons was the new learning in each lesson. The Rigolo lessons are fast paced and include new vocabulary with every lesson – often building on vocabulary learnt in a previous unit or lesson. Teachers will continue to respond to learning in lessons by allowing children to ask relevant questions about new vocabulary and focus on opportunities to learn new vocabulary. 

62% of the pupils asked said that they thought learning a language was either “extremely important” or “very important”. Our curriculum is designed to promote language learning from an early age and ensure children are presented with meaningful experiences where they can use their language. We also promote French and Francophone culture across all year groups in school on 14th July to give children the opportunity to share their language skills with other classes. 

The pupils asked gave a range of answers when asked “what activities help you learn best in French”. 75% of pupils said they found it beneficial listening to their teacher speak French. We have invested in teacher training in MFL, working with MFL specialists at a local high school to observe lessons and receive training. This gives the teachers the confidence to speak in lessons which in turn gives the children the confidence to speak. 62% of pupils found listening to the video and the Rigolo teacher helped their French and therefore we will continue to use the native French speaker on the Rigolo videos to model correct pronunciation of new vocabulary.  




